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Safe in Space

GETTING A ROCKET OR SATELLITE into
space—and keeping it there—is no
easy job.

SpaceDev of Poway, Calif., makes
micro satellites and hybrid rocket
propulsion systems and components,
and relies on finite element analysis
software many steps of the v

SpaceDev, which manufactures rocket propulsion
systems, used FEA software from Noran Engi-
neering to perform nonlinear structural analysis
on rocket motor bulkheads.

Engineers use the software to ana-
lyze satellites and avionics to make
sure they’ll survive the launch and to
make sure rocket components can do
their jobs and still meet weight re-
quirements, said Mike Veno, structur-
al analyst for SpaceDev.

He and his team use the software to
ensure that the wide spectrum of vi-
bration seen on launch won't over-
stress parts.

The company uses the NeiNastran
FEA software from Noran Engineer-
ing of Westminster, Calif,
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